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—Abstract

Professor Jorg Riipke (1962- ) is Professor of Comparative Religion and Permanent Fellow
in Religious Studies at the Max Weber Center, University of Erfurt, Germany. He is an authority
on the religions of the ancient Mediterranean regions, and has written many books on this topic,
including Pantheon: A New History of Roman Religion, Princeton University Press, 2018 on
which this article mainly focuses and intends to elucidate the academic value of.

The religious situation in the Mediterranean region was very complex even in prehistoric
times, judging from archeological discoveries: Greeks, Phoenicians, Etruscans and Romans were
trading and at the same time exchanging their religious ideas. The religious situations became
more complicated later, through the period of the Roman Republic down to the time of late an-
tiquity. The Roman Empire held a great expanse of territory extending from the British Isles in
the west to the Pontic in the east, from Germania in the north to North Africa in the south. In
these regions, there were a large number of different kinds of religions: the official state religion
of Rome, Emperor worship, many mysteries such as the Dionysiac, Eleusinian, and Mithraic
mysteries, as well as Judaism and Christianity.

The history of Roman religions has been a traditional branch of the history of religions
since the beginning of the discipline, from Theodore Mommsen, Georg Wissowa, and Walde
Fowler of the nineteenth century down to Franz Cumont, Kurt Latte, M. J. Vermaaseren, and
John North in the twentieth century. Professor Riipke is the inheritor of this honorable tradition.
Pantheon, Professor Riipke’s book mainly discussed in this article, is the latest overview of the
fascinating Roman religious history.
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