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Abstract

Analyses of Daily Lives of Women Couples and the Need for Legal Protection

Utilizing the data from face-to-face interviews, we analyzed the life situations of women
couples. Based on the results of the analyses, we explored the legal needs of such couples and
concluded that some form of legal protections is necessary for these couples.

First, Kamano analyzed the personal networks of these couples, trying to understand
whom they consider as important and why, the impact of their networks on their lives, and how
all this may relate to the perceived need for legal support. The analyses showed that the family
of origin had a strong presence in the personal networks, and the couples often maintained good
relationships with their parents and siblings. It was suggested that the lack of legal protection of
their relationships could mean that one motivation for maintaining cordial relationships with parents
and siblings was to obtain informal protection and support for their partnership. In addition, when
their lesbian relationship was well-incorporated into blood relationships, a couple might falsely
perceive that their relationship was protected, and hence making it difficult for them to recognize
the need for legal protection. Therefore, it is important for researchers to examine the couples’
daily lives to identify the specific legal needs of same-sex partners.

Second, Sugiura attempted at inferring the legal needs of the couples through analyzing their
housing situations, their income and financial dependencies on each other, and the ways in which
living expenses were shared between them. The analyses indicated that the couples were aware
of the necessity to draw up a will in order to have one’s same-sex partner inherit the house, but
none of the couples had actually prepared the will. It was also found that some of the interviewees
doubted the effectiveness of the will, and that it was hard to recognize the necessity to prepare a
will to inherit savings while their parents were still alive. At the same time, the couples wished for
a system that enables one’s same-sex partner to inherit one’s savings without drawing up a will in
advance.

Finally, Yanagihara examined the issue of lesbians having and raising children. An

important issue for those who already have children is to secure the legal rights of nonbiological
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mothers, although to this date, those involved have not expressed any urgent need for such rights.

It is expected that the legal need will surface as such cases grow in numbers and as the children

involved grow older. The most urgent issue for those who wish to have children is to secure the

right to access reproductive technologies using donor insemination. In considering whether to make

donor insemination available for women couples, it is necessary to reconsider the fairness of the

current practice of making such technologies available only to legally married heterosexual couples.
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