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LARA Relief Supplies for Okinawa
- The Case of Goats by Heifer Project -

B S
Sumako Oku

[Abstract]

This paper is to clear the sending process of LARA relief supplies for Okinawa above all goats sent by

Heifer Project. As milk for babies and as meats for eating, goats played important role in the rehabilitation

of Okinawa destroyed by world war II. This Heifer Project was an inter-faith project that received support

from a variety of denominations and agencies: Brethren Service Commission, Evangelical and Reformed

Church, American Baptist Home Mission Society, Mennonite Central Committee, Rural Life Association,

Fellowship of Reconciliation, National Catholic Rural Life Conference, and Methodist Committee for

Overseas Relief and so on.
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As tangible proof of the lasting value of all
gifts to GOATS FOR RELIEF, we list WHAT
HAS BEEN DONE and the PRESENT
PROJECT for OKINAWA in 1949.
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WHAT HAS BEEN DONE—

In October, 1947, 200 goats were sent to
Okinawa, and distributed to Villages, hospitals,
orphanages, agricultural experimental stations
and to three leper colonies. In November, 1947,
200 goats were sent to Japan proper, and
distributed through the Welfare and Animal
Husbandry Bureaus of Japan. In 1948, 2,000
goats were sent to Japan.
chEThEENEZE—

1947 4 10 H, 200 SO R X2SMHIC % H N,
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PRESENT PROJECT FOR 1949—

Apparently pleased with the results of the
200 goats sent to Okinawa in 1947 the Army
again has agreed to underwrite all shipping
costs for sending of 2,750 goats (2,500 does and

250 registered bucks) to this island in 1949.
This is certainly a CHALLENGE to us.
HEADTLE> METE - 1949—
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THE NEED—

Nearly all the livestock was Kkilled during
the war. Over 100,000 goats were destroyed—
only some 2,000 remain of that total. We are the
first to ship any animals to these people.
HEME—

g, REVPLHIADLTIRTRENTLE
9 & T AHTL. R X1 100,000 HELL L2y & 4
bhTLFEWw, &f4bETD 2000FHITEN
o TW2IEN ) T MWD A4 1ML 50
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Rev. H. V. Nicholson — Supervisor of the
First Okinawa shipment says:

“I CAN HARDLY EXPRESS THE
GRATITUDE OF THE OKINAWANS FOR
THESE GOATS. THE COMING OF THE
GOATS HAS BROUGHT MORE HOPE THAN
ANY OTHER GIFT. THE LEADER OF A
LEPER COLONY SAID WITH TEARS IN HIS
EYES: T AM HAPPY THAT GOD HAS
ALLOWED ME TO LIVE TO EXPERIENCE
THIS MANIFESTATION OF CHRISTIAN
LOVE.
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Why OKINAWA? Why—
May 4, 1949
To Whom It May Concern:

Having been with the 96th Infantry
Division, Military Government Unit, on Okinawa
Island during the heavy fighting in 1945, I can
personally testify as to the total destruction
inflicted on this meagre spot of earth. The
tremendous armies, navy and air forces which
battled there crashed almost every living thing
and almost every work of man, a whole
civilization. To us who were there among
civilians and military, it was an unspeakable
panorama of suffering and death.

Goats were running everywhere when we
landed, almost the only meat or milk animal
possessed by the people: I recall the hopeless
expressions of the people as they saw the
steady process of goat slaughter by reason of
shells, bombs, fire, trip flares at night, starvation
and thirst. There is no more worthy gesture
from America to Asiatic peoples than this small
effort toward replacing Okinawa’s 100,000 goats.

(Signed: Chauncey M. Depuy
Commander U. S. N. R.)
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HOW YOU CAN HELP—

Rev. Robert Smith, of Lara in Okinawa
writes:
“The goats receive every consideration. The
people are making the most of each opportunity.
Milk is given to the village dispensaries for free
distribution to the sick, the invalids, and under-
nourished babies.”
EALRSDITIRILDH—

o8— b - A3 AR, MRREELE T AR, KR
DEYITFHTHISETVE T,
[REEHLWIREEZITTVET, AxEE
nZh, fEe R KBRICE»Z) E LTnE
o IV, WA BRE, TLTREARD
FLURZ2 HANIEL TR T 5 720, A OBHRAT I
Hantwnzd.

<2018 FE2H19H '?ﬁ%)
201843 H 1 H =¥t



